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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Jury Trials Resuming in Grant County Superior Court 
 

Grant County Superior Court will resume jury trials in this month after pausing them in late March 
in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.  Extensive new safety precautions have been 
implemented to protect juror safety and public health as trials resume. 
 
On June 18, 2020, the Washington State Supreme Court issued an order regarding the resumption 
of jury trial proceedings.  Along with the order, the Supreme Court’s Resumption of Jury Trials 
Workgroup issued guidelines for resuming jury trials.  The Washington State Department of Health 
also issued recommendations for trials courts to follow when conducting jury trials. 
 
Jury summonses have now gone out, with first potential trials planned for some time in July.  “The 
suspension of jury trials was needed to protect the health of court users and court staff, and it gave 
us the opportunity to redesign our jury processes with the input of health officials.  Now it is critical 
that we re-start jury trials, which are key to the fair administration of justice,” said Grant County 
Superior Court Presiding Judge David Estudillo.   
 
Because jurors are such a critical piece in the justice process, the Grant County Superior Court 
maintains a strong commitment to the safety of jurors and the public.  To help alleviate concerns 
while participating in jury service, the Grant County Superior Court has implemented new processes 
and procedures related to jury service.   
 
“From assembly and selection to participation during trial, jurors will see new processes put into 
place,” stated Lynette Henson, the Jury Administrator.  “Not only will jurors assemble in smaller 
groups, social distancing in the juror room and in the courtroom will be enforced, and the courtroom 
will be cleaned at scheduled intervals.  Face coverings also will be required.” Ms. Henson added.   
 
Jurors should feel comfortable in engaging in this vital civil service.  “The Grant County Superior 
Court is keenly aware of the need to implement necessary precautions to promote safety and to calm 
concerns potential jurors may have about participating in jury service.  Based on the processes being 
implemented, we hope potential jurors will continue to enjoy and take pride in participating in jury 
service,” stated Crystal Burns, the Court Administrator.   
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In this photo, Superior Court Judge John Antosz presides over a virtual docket on June 30, 2020.  The cloth 
benches in the courtrooms have been replaced with nonporous seats to allow for easier and more effective 
cleaning.  Jurors will utilize these seats during trial rather than being seated in the jury box.  Members of the 
public unable to sit in the courtroom due to lack of capacity will be directed to an overflow room where trials 
will be streamed live. 

 

 
In this photo, the Grant County Superior Court jury assembly room is shown with nonporous chairs spaced 
apart.  Potential jurors will now gather in smaller groups in the jury assembly room when appearing for jury 
service.  In addition, once a jury is selected, the jury assembly room will be utilized as the jury room during 
trial and deliberations. 
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